it has never been canvassed, and in face of such direct cpposition as has been manifested in the medical journals. Nevertheless, the statement contains at least a germ of the truth, viz., that the great maBS of the profession are in favour of the principle that midwives in the future shall be better educated in their duties than they have been in the past. If, however, the Bill is projected for the sake of the deserving poor, it should be placed under the administration of the poor law authorities; for in every district, urban or rura', they have the beet means at their disposal for regulating the number of midwives required, the people that need their services, and there would also be &t hand the district medical officer to assist in abnormal cases.
The Bill as it stands invites "women to be examined who are desirous of besoming midwives," also " to grant to every woman who passes," &c., &c. It is , prepared to flood the country with an unlimited supply when the demand for that supply is very limited. The result of an over supply would mean deficient work to some midwives and privation to others ; there would follow the temptation to nefarious practices; and there would be various degrees from the best type of midwife right down to the female abortionist.
It is a better quality of midwife that is wanted, not a larger quantity; not increased functions, but controlled action; amendment, not a new Bill.
It has never been explained why the present system of training hai failed. For years past the lying-in hospitals and the Obstetrical Society of London have educated and examined women, and the latter has afterwards given certificates of proficiency to those deemed worthy of holding such certificates. Now who is to blame if the certificated midwife of to-day is incompetent after having been examined ? It is a matter of importance that this question Bhould be sifted, or the same mistakes will be propagated in the future. The same men who have been responsible for this certification in the past will expect similar appointments in the future. But until the cause has been discovered the remedy will not be forthcoming.
The women who practice as midwives now without any kind of training whatever ought to be suppressed in common with other irregular practitioners, and the new Bill has this in view.
There is one more point I would like to allude to. It ha3 been the custom of practitioners to attend no patient in labour unless a previous engagement has been made. Will general practitioners care to be routed up at all times to get a midwife out of trouble ? I fancy not. This is only another reason why midwives should, after their registration, act in co a junction with the poor law authorities in every district.
Without desiring to offer any opposition to the main principle of the Bill, I sincerely hope that whatever Bill becomes law will be found to be workable, in harmony with general practitioners and with the public need.
